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The Benefit of Water Management to Forage Productivity at

Ramkhamhaeng University Deer Farm
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ABSTRACT

The experiments on the benefit of water management to forage productivity at Ramkhamhaeng
University Deer Farm were conducted in 2 different years with Paspalum atratum cv. Ubon in 5.625 Rai. The
processes of water management in 2 years were different, in the first year (May 1, 2011 - May 1, 2012),
grass obtained water from human being manipulation but in the second year (May 15, 2012 - May 15, 2013)
grass obtained water from automatic system. Two experiments were proceeded in the same grass field. The

results showed that in the second year (2012 - 2013), grass which obtained water from the automatic system
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had the productivity twice as of the first year (2011 - 2012) from 9.1 tons in the first year to 18.9 tons in the

second year. Moreover, times of harvest increased from 4 times to 8 times. Besides, not only water

management that had an effect on the productivity, the humidity was also the important factor. The

comparison was made within the same year of 2012 - 2013 but among different months. It was found that in

the months with low humidity, grass growth in 60 days instead of 40 days to get same height. However, the

water management and the humidity were the crucial factors to forage productivity.

Keywords: atratum, Ramkhamhaeng University Deer Farm, water management
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