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The Management of Ramkhamhaeng University Deer Farm and Fawn Survival
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ABSTRACT

The study on the survival of newborn fawn in Ramkhamhaeng University Deer Farm during 2012 —
2017 came across that both Rusa and Sika fawn survived 75 % of total newborn fawn. The highest mortality
occurred when fawn were less than seven days old. The most cause of mortality among them was unhealthy
(50 % of Rusa and 40 % of Sika fawn) and the second most cause was being attacked by the others (25 %
of Rusa and 50 % of Sika fawn) and being refused nursing from mothers. The farm management of
Ramkhamhaeng University Deer Farm was suitable in population density and both quality and quantity of
food supplies. The factor which affected the most survival of newborn fawn in Ramkhamhaeng University
Deer Farm was the age of mothers. The two-year old mothers which were first-pregnant and never gave birth
before, lost their offspring more than the three-year old mothers which have had offspring before. The length
of pregnancy in deer is 8 months, therefore, the two-year old mothers or less which gave birth for the first
time were mated when they were only 1 year old. It is possible that the reproductive physiology of these two-
year old mothers are not ready yet or not in full development as the three-year old mothers. Moreover, the
most significant behavior of most two-year old mothers were that they denied nursing their offspring and did
not showed protective behavior. Therefore, their offspring were attacked from the others including being
taken milk from the older fawn. The physiology and behavior of young mothers affected the survival of their

offspring most.

Keywords: deer farm management, Rusa deer, Sika deer, survival of offspring
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