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The Variations of the Antler Cycle and Reproductive Behavior of Captive Deer

in Ramkhamhaeng University Deer Farm
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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research was to follow the variations of the antler cycle and reproductive
behavior of captive Rusa and Sika deer in Ramkhamhaeng University Deer Farm from 2012-2017 compared
with these incidences which were recorded from 2006-2011. The study showed that the increase of the
ambient temperature at Ramkhamhaeng University Deer Farm during 2012-2017 had the major effect on the
variations of the antler cycle and reproductive behavior of Rusa deer more than Sika deer. The
consequences of the variations of antler cycle changed the mating behavior of Rusa deer from February to
July to all year round except January and changed the parturition period from September to February to all
year round except August. However, the increase of the ambient temperature has a little effect on Sika deer.
The antler cycle development and reproductive behavior of Sika deer during 2012-2017 still the same period
as in 2006-2011 but 1-2 months longer than the data recorded in 2006-2011. The results from this study

showed that the increase of the ambient temperature at Ramkhamhaeng University Deer Farm had an effect

on the tropical deer as Rusa deer more than the temperate deer as Sika deer.

Keywords : antler, reproductive behavior, Rusa deer, Sika deer
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